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It’s Arrived … 

A New Curriculum for Wales!  
 

The new curriculum, introduced by Education Minister Kirsty Williams A.M, 
is now available for schools to engage with.  It will be used in all schools 
from 2022 in primary and Year 7, and will roll out year by year until it 
includes Year 11 by 2026. 
  

The new guidance has been revised following extensive feedback from the 
draft curriculum published in April 2019 - it is simpler, shorter and gives 
every school in Wales the opportunity to design their own curriculum within 
a national approach to ensure consistency.  We are very excited about this 
change in Llansannor and fully support the opportunities it gives our 
children to influence what and how they learn, making the most of our 
idyllic location. 
 
The new curriculum will have more emphasis on equipping young people 
for life. It should develop their ability to learn new skills and apply their 
subject knowledge more positively and creatively. As the world changes, 
they will be more able to adapt positively.  Meanwhile teachers will have 
more freedom to teach in ways they feel will have the best outcomes for 
their learners. 

From now until July, Welsh Government’s expectation is that we:  
 
• Familiarise ourselves with the changes made to the guidance and 

understand the model; 
• Reflect on how we currently meet the Four Purposes of the curriculum; 

and 
• Start to reflect on our school’s vision for learning and teaching. 
 
We will keep you updated on the work we carry out over the next few 
months. 
 
As a reminder, the 4 core purposes of the new curriculum are intended to 
support our children to be: 
 
• ambitious, capable learners, ready to learn throughout their lives 
• enterprising, creative contributors, ready to play a full part in life and 

work 
• ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the world 
• healthy, confident individuals, ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued 

members of society. 

Fusce pulvinar feugiat justo. 

Morbi dolor nisi, commodo 

at, suscipit nec, vestibulum 

vitae, sapien. Nulla ut neque 

quis ipsum eleifend rhoncus. 

Sed mi velit, feugiat quis, 

aliquet quis, consectetuer 

sodales, elit. Donec 

fermentum arcu tempus 

libero. Sed molestie luctus 

metus. Donec scelerisque, 

lectus in malesuada varius, 

ante eros sagittis ipsum, vitae 

aliquam sapien erat ac ligula. 

Etiam nonummy eleifend 

ligula. 
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INSET Days 2019/20 
 
Our next INSET day is 24th 
February. 
 
Below is a summary of our 
6-day allocation: 
 
2nd & 3rd September 2019 
6th & 27th January 2020 
24th February 2020 
20th July 2020 
 
 
 

MOUNTAIN NEWS 
‘Together in faith, we grow and learn’       January  2020 



 
 

 

 e- llansannorps@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk       www.llansannorprimary.com          01443 223545          P. 2 
 

The Four Core Purposes of our New Curriculum 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These core purposes already underpin the work we do in school and our Learning Ambassadors have 
been busy thinking about what it means to them in Llansannor.  They have designed the following four 
avatars to represent each of these areas and you will start to see them more prominently around the 
school. 

 

 Ambitious  

amy 

 

Creative & 

Enterprising 

Ethan 

 

Ethical 

eddy 

 

Healthy  

hannah 
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The 6 ‘Areas of Learning and Experience’ (AoLE) in the New Curriculum  

When organising the work we do, we are already starting to think within these areas of learning: 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Spring Term Charity Work  
 
Our Learning Ambassadors are busy making arrangements for this year’s Sport’s Relief 
(Comic Relief) on Friday 13th March. The children have voted for an activity day in their 
pyjamas! In order to raise funds, pupils will be encouraged to donate £1 to wear 
pyjamas to school and will also complete a sponsored fun run of different lengths, 
depending on the ages of the children. Sponsor forms will come home just before the 
half-term break.  
 

To coincide with Sports Relief, the Learning Ambassadors will also be launching ‘Healthy Hannah’, an 
avatar created by them to teach other children about one of the four purposes of the new curriculum in 
Wales; healthy, confident individuals ready to lead fulfilling lives as valued members of society. 

Throughout the day, the Learning Ambassadors will deliver a series of activities to all classes which focus 
on the key areas of Healthy Hannah: 
 

  Perseverance and Resilience 

  Being independent 

  Keeping physically healthy 

  Being emotionally healthy  
 

We are also in liaison with the campaign organisers of ‘Walk in my Shoes’, where unwanted, old shoes are 
collected and sent to different locations to support families in Africa. The organisers will be visiting the 
school later in the Spring term to run an assembly and more information will be shared about their work 
following this. 

A POLITE REMINDER: As part of our commitment to be a healthy school, fizzy drinks, sweets, chocolate, 
crisps and sugary treats are not permitted during the school day.  Our healthy school tuck shop offers 
fruit snacks and is available during morning play.   

 
WE ARE A NUT FREE SCHOOL Importantly, due to a number of our pupils having nut 
allergies, please can you refrain from providing your child with nuts as snacks or lunch box 
treats. Thank you. 
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Super School Savers Scheme 
 

We continue to run our school savings banking scheme in partnership with the Cardiff 
and Vale Credit Union and have now opened membership up to all pupils from Nursery 
to Year 6.  This initiative, which is supported by parent volunteers, was set up to 
encourage children to become more financially aware from a young age. It also teaches 
them the importance of saving for the future.  Children bring in their savings usually on 
the first Friday of every month to bank their money. We have been so impressed with 
how many children carry out chores in order to earn some money.  They seem to really 
enjoy watching their funds grow or perhaps saving up for something special. If you are 
interested in registering your child, please email the office requesting an application.  
Our next banking day will be Friday 14th February before the half term break. 
 

 
Our ‘Grow and Learn’ club is proving to be a huge success 
with over twenty parents joining in the fun!  
 
Mrs Jones and Mrs Smith prepare an afternoon of fun 
filled activities that explore and develop a range of skills 
including reading, fine motor and those all-important 
social skills. Mrs Jones takes the lead on outdoor learning 
and, when the weather allows, she shares her skills on the 
field with pupils and parents.  
Mrs Smith stays in the warm and plans for craft activities, 
each based on a different weekly topic. So far this year 
they have planned activities based on 'The squirrels That 
Squabbled', 'The Three Little Pigs' and Chinese New Year.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grow and Learn Club - Every Tuesday afternoon 1.30-3.30pm 

We are delighted that this session has been 
so well supported and is valued in the 
school community.  If you have a child in 
the Foundation Phase (N-Y2) or a pre-
schooler, or you would just like to help, 
please come along.   
 
The group meets every Tuesday afternoon, 
rain or shine, at 1.30pm in the Nursery 
classroom. 
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School Uniform Recycling Service 

 

We always remark on how smart our children look in their school uniform; they clearly take pride in their 
appearance.  However, we appreciate the cost of uniform and therefore, do not insist that logos are on 
every item.  Please ensure your child’s name is indicated on all garments, as we are left with a lot of 
unclaimed clothing during the term.   One of Nursery parents has kindly offered to collect and recycle 
good quality, used uniform and coats and organise redistribution of these items.  
Please send in any clean used uniform that your child no longer needs or has outgrown, and we will 
ensure it is recycled within the school community. We also ask that the children are dressed 
appropriately for PE and sport, wearing white T-shirts and navy or black shorts. Tracksuits and hoodies 
are advisable in colder weather.  We ask that children wear black, sensible footwear and not brightly 

coloured trainers. Thank you       
 

 

We are keen to work in closer partnership with parents as we recognise that authentic and successful 
school improvement comes from a triangulated approach, where parents, pupils and school staff 
(including governors) work in close partnership, pulling in the same direction.  Our Parent Council met 
on 24th January and shared some of their work, which includes ideas for improving our website and a 
parent friendly guide to accessing special educational support for your child.  These will be shared in due 
course once finalised.   
 
If you have an idea or question you would like raised in our meetings, please contact one of the class 
representatives below or alternatively, email the school directly and we will pass on. Our next meeting 
will be on Friday 24th April.  
 

Nursery 2 - Nicola Watts (+Y3) 
Reception   - Beth Davies  
Year 1  - Jayne Lloyd (+Rec)   
Year 2  - Jemma MacLean, Anna Clayton-Jones (+Y5) 
Year 3  - Rachel Shelley 
Year 4  - Suzanne McKirdy 
Year 5/6  - Sheona Roberts, Jude Hughes, Lucie Wheeler, Elly Williams 

 
 

 

It has been a long wait, but work has finally started on the year 1 and 2 
toilets. The old boys and girls toilets are being knocked through to make one 
larger and more child friendly unisex space.   
 
Urinals will be replaced with toilet cubicles and more modern trough style 
sinks fitted.  We hope disruption will be minimal for all concerned.  
 
 

 
 

Parent Council 

Toilet Refurbishment 
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We are very pleased to finally receive our own defibrillator which we plan 
to house outside the main door, once the storage unit arrives. 
 
We will shortly be helping the local community purchase one for 
Llansannor Hall and the Church.  We hope to carry out some fund-raising 
activities in the next few months and welcome any suggestions! 
 

 

On January 23rd, Year 6 visited the amazing Bristol Science Museum for a day packed full of forensics, 
science and awe and wonder.  The workshop taught them to be Forensic Scientists for the day.  
Immersed in the world of DNA, chromatology and microscopes, they ably gathered evidence to help 
them solve a crime.  Alongside this, they visited the many fascinating science exhibitions around this 
extensive museum.  

Mrs Prosser was lucky to join them for the trip - what better way to spend her birthday! 

 

 

Our morning nursery pupils have started a library session on a Tuesday.  The Parent 
Council is also looking at ways to promote reading and will shortly be sharing a tips 
and guidance leaflet.  They are exploring a book swap scheme across the school.  
Please let us know if you would like to help out in organising this.  We will also be 
celebrating World Book Day on March 6th, so start planning those character ideas! 
We would encourage you to be creative and not feel pressurised to purchase shop 

bought costumes- it is just a bit of fun afterall.        

Our Defibrillator has finally arrived! 

Year 6 trip to ‘We are Curious Museum’ Bristol 

Reading is for Life 
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We really value the importance educational visits play in bringing our topics and curriculum alive.  
Teachers will look to plan such visits either at the beginning of their topics to ‘whet their appetites’ or at 
the end, to draw learning together. Thank you for always supporting us in this area as we rely on your 
financial contributions to make this happen.  We endeavour to keep costs as low as possible and offset 
the cost of transport as much as we can. 
 

• Our Reception pupils will be visiting Mountain View Ranch on 10th February for a Gruffalo trail with 
Red Riding Hood to enhance their topic, “Will you tell me a story?”. 

• Our Choir will be performing in the Barnardo’s Young Supporters concert on Monday 2nd March in 
St. David’s Hall, Cardiff. 

• Year 5 pupils will be visiting the National Botanical Garden on 3rd February, exploring the mythical 
tales of the Mabinogion by creating herbal remedies and exploring the eclectic tropical gardens and 
woodland landscapes. This will inform the writing of their own Welsh legends. Please can parents 
ensure that children arrive at school for 8.50am that day, wearing outdoor-appropriate clothing and 
carrying a packed lunch.  

• This term, our Year 3 pupils will be swimming each Thursday afternoon at Llantrisant Pool.  We are 
grateful to parents for supporting this extra provision, as we believe it makes a real difference to 
children’s confidence and ability to swim competently later in life.  On top of that, they have 
enormous amounts of fun in the sessions. 

• Year 5/6 – Urdd Mixed football Tournament 13th February. After enduring the elements thrown at 
them over the past few months, two intrepid teams of boys and girls from Llansannor will take on 
other primary schools in the local branch of Glamorgan 7-a-side tournament at the University of 
Wales campus in Treforest. Let’s wish them luck and hope they can bring home the cup! No change 
to drop off and pickup times, but please ensure that children have trainers, plastic studded/moulded 
boots and shin pads. 

• Cross County takes place this Saturday 1st February at Porthcawl Comprehensive School.  Arrive 
from 9.30 for 10am start.  Please email the school to let us know if you plan to come. 

 

We are very excited to announce that we have 
recently joined the BOTAWA project which links 
schools in Wales with schools in Botswana and 
Tanzania. We have been lucky enough to be 
partnered with a school in the foothills of Mount 
Kilimanjaro in Moshi, Tanzania.  
 

We are going to be working with the children and 
staff of Ngumeni Primary School over the course of 
the year, sharing work and activities, with the aim of 
promoting an understanding of the life and the 

cultures of other 
communities around the 
world. 
 

 

 

Forthcoming Educational Trips and Activities 

Introducing our New Friends in Tanzania through the BOTAWA project 

School Toilets 
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Every School Day Counts 
 
Our Attendance to date is 94.7% which has dropped from last term. However, our Year 3 pupils continue 
to have the highest attendance at 95.2%.  Well done again Mrs Goldsworthy and year 3!  Please ensure 
your child arrives at school promptly – the bell rings at 8.55am and any lateness is closely monitored by 
both the school and Education Welfare Officer. Please contact the school the first morning of their 
illness.  We would really like to achieve our target of 95.9%, so please continue to support us in achieving 
very good levels of attendance.  

 

School Value 1st half term: COURAGE 
Feb 1st - Cross County Y3 -6 pupils, Porthcawl Comp, meet from 9.30am 
Feb 3rd - Y5 Visit National Botanical Gardens 
Feb 10th-15th: Random acts of kindness week 
Feb 10th - Reception visit to Mountain View Ranch 
Feb 11th - Safer Internet Day 
Feb 12th - Year 1 class worship 9.15am 
Feb 13th - Year 5/6 – Urdd Mixed football Tournament 
 

*** HALF TERM HOLIDAYS: 17th – 21st FEBRUARY  *** 
School Value 2nd half term: FORGIVENESS 

 

Monday February 24th : INSET day (school closed to pupils) 
Feb 24th : Fair-trade Fortnight starts 
Feb 25th : Shrove Tuesday 
Feb 26th : Ash Wednesday 
Feb 28th : Eisteddfod/St David’s Day celebrations- Dress up in Welsh attire  
March 2nd - Choir Performance Barnardo’s, St David’s Hall, Cardiff 
March 6th : World Book Day - Dress up as story characters  
March 12th: Book Fayre arrives in school 
March 13th : Comic Relief - Pyjama day  
Wednesday 18th & Thursday 19th March -  Parents evenings  
March 26th : Year 3 Parent Class Worship + class sharing event    
April 2nd : Autism Awareness Day 
April 28th - 5th May: Test window for Welsh National reasoning tests 

*** EASTER HOLIDAYS: 6th APRIL – 17th APRIL  *** 
School Value 1st half summer term: FRIENDSHIP  
 

Monday 20th April: School starts back  
May 8th : Bank Holiday school closed (Friday) 
15th-17th May : Year 5 Llangrannog residential trip  

*** WHITSUN BREAK:  25th MAY – 29th MAY  ** 
School Value 2nd half summer term: RESPECT  
 

Monday 1st June : School starts back  
8th – 10th June: Year 6 PGL residential 
17th June:  Sports Day  (reserve 24th June) 
1st July: Year 5 Parent Class Worship + class sharing event    
 
Friday 17th July, 3.30pm : Last day of school 

Important Dates – Spring & Summer Term 2020 
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