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Residentials Rock! 

 

Year 5 – Llangrannog West Wales 
 
Our Year 5 children have had great fun during their recent residential 
weekend trip to Llangrannog.  Situated on the stunning West Wales coast, 
the centre is a firm favourite of ours and offers incredible value for money 
with so many activities on offer throughout the 3 days.  These included: 
horse-riding, tobogganing, skiing, high ropes, bushcraft and quad bikes to 
name but a few. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fusce pulvinar feugiat justo. 

Morbi dolor nisi, commodo 

at, suscipit nec, vestibulum 

vitae, sapien. Nulla ut neque 

quis ipsum eleifend rhoncus. 

Sed mi velit, feugiat quis, 

aliquet quis, consectetuer 

sodales, elit. Donec 

fermentum arcu tempus 

libero. Sed molestie luctus 

metus. Donec scelerisque, 

lectus in malesuada varius, 

ante eros sagittis ipsum, vitae 

aliquam sapien erat ac ligula. 

Etiam nonummy eleifend 

ligula. 

‘Together in faith, we grow and learn’       May/June 2019 
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“Education is what 

survives when what 

has been learned 

has been 

forgotten.”   
BF Skinner 

 
INSET Days 2019/20: 
 
We have 5 inset days to 
take each year.  So far, we 
can confirm the following: 
 
Monday 2nd / Tuesday 3rd 
September 2019 
 
Monday 20th July 2020 
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Year 6 PGL Liddington, Swindon 
Year 6 pupils enjoyed a 3 day trip to PGL in Liddington in May.  An exciting outdoor adventure centre, 
set in over 150 acres of beautiful grounds, PGL offers the children valuable and often life-changing 
experiences in a safe and stimulating environment. It’s never easy choosing to introduce risk, but the 
children thrive on such challenges when away from home.  
 

 
 
 

All children were such a credit to their parents and an absolute pleasure to take away.  We look forward 
to next year’s trips! 

  
 

Super School Savers Scheme 

 
We continue to run our school savings banking scheme in partnership with the 
Cardiff and Vale Credit Union and have now opened membership up to all pupils 
from Nursery to Year 6.  This initiative, which is supported by parent volunteers, 
was set up to encourage children to become more financially aware from a young 
age. It also teaches them the importance of saving for the future.  
 
Children bring in their savings on the first Friday of every month to bank their money. We have been 
so impressed with how many children carry out chores in order to earn some money.  They seem to 
really enjoy watching their funds grow or perhaps saving up for something special. If you are interested 
in registering your child please email the office requesting an application form. 
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Promoting International Language Learning is Key 

 
We continue to work with Central South Consortium to support schools across the region to develop 
multi-lingual programmes of work.  This continues to be a priority for us at Llansannor and our 
children really value the opportunity to learn about other languages, cultures, places and people.  We 
currently teach Italian in Reception and Y1, German in Y2, French in Y3/4, Spanish in Y5 and French in 
Y6; in addition to Welsh in each year group which is a statutory requirement.  Visitors are always 
blown away at how confident the children are in speaking and talking about other languages and 
cultures. Our Year 5 and 6 children recently enjoyed learning Portuguese with a special visitor.   
 
In June, we also welcomed officials from the Spanish Government who are very keen to develop links 
with our school through both teacher and pupil exchanges so watch this space… 

 
 

Attendance Matters – Every School Day Counts 

 

Our attendance at the end of the first half summer term was 95.9%. 
We appreciate how hard it is for children to achieve 100% attendance 
due to widespread seasonal bugs and illnesses.   
 
Please support us in maintaining very good levels of attendance and to 
achieve our 96% target.  
 

 

Sports Day – New Date Friday 5th July 

 
We were disappointed to have to cancel Sports Day in early June but are hopeful that the weather 
will be kind to us on our new date, Friday 5th July.  Our Foundation Phase pupils will take part in the 
morning, and KS2 in the afternoon. All parents are welcome and we hope to be able to use the 
farmer’s field for parking. 
 
This year we will be once again supporting the Alzheimer's Society and hosting a cake sale. We would 
be grateful for any donations of cakes and would ask they be brought in to school the day before 
please. 
 

Safety in the Sun 

 
As the weather warms up, please ensure your child wears a cap to school and has applied sunscreen 
in the morning; we also advise sending sunscreen in to school with your child so staff can help teach 
children how to reapply it throughout the day as necessary.  Children have regular access to fresh 
drinking water and we encourage them to fill up their water bottles during the day. 
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We now have two Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) who are ELSA trained.  ELSA, which stands for 
Emotional Literacy Support Assistant, is a training program aimed at teaching assistants to support 
children who may face difficulties at different times of their lives in school.  It deals with a wide range 
of issues such as social skills, emotions, bereavement, social and therapeutic stories, anger 
management, self-esteem, as well as counselling skills involving solution focused intervention and 
friendship.  
 
One member of staff has also been trained in ‘Mental Wellbeing First Aid for Children’.  If you would 
like your child to spend some time talking to a trained staff member for a particular reason, then 
please contact Mrs Prosser to discuss further and decide on the most appropriate plan of support. 

 

 

Support for Vulnerable Pupils 

 

Engagement and Pupil Voice – The Llansannor School Senedd 

 

In place of the traditional school council made up of a small, select group of pupils, we have 
introduced a whole school Senedd approach.  This is now enabling every pupil from Year 2-6 to be 
involved in an area of the school’s work and to have a voice.  Currently, we have the following 
councils: Learning Ambassadors, Language Ambassadors including ‘Criw Cymraeg’, Playground Pals, 
Eco Council, Digital Leaders, Health and Wellbeing Group and Worship Leaders. 

Each group has devised its own Mission Statement and is creating its own Action Plan. Staff are 
teaching pupils to take responsibility, through chairing and minute taking and reviewing actions. They 
have also elected their own Chair and Vice Chair persons. The Chair and Vice Chair from each group 
will make up the school's Senedd, who will regularly meet with the Headteacher to discuss their work 
and plans. 

STEM Week – June 2019 
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We continue to engage children with our Acquaponic eco system, 
which is the combination of aquaculture (raising fish) and 
hydroponics (the soil-less growing of plants), that grows fish and 
plants together in one integrated system.  Our Year 4 pupils have 
used the system to great effect to simulate the layers of the 
rainforest and taken various measurements and observations.  

Thank you all for your support during our recent STEM week - what 
an amazing week it was!  Home school tasks were outstanding. We 
were particularly struck by how engaged the children were with the 
activities planned.  We always listen to what the children say and the 
very positive comments made by our children, demonstrate their 
thirst for knowledge and desire to learn about such important areas 
of life. 

A REPORT ON LLANSANNOR’S S.T.E.M. WEEK  

By Anna and Molly in Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

To kick off our superb STEM week, we had a mad 
scientist in to do an assembly, demonstrating 
natural hazards.   
 

 
 
This was followed by a Technocamp Lego 
instructor in years 5 and 6.  During the week, we all 
learned aspects of science, technology, 
engineering and maths within our topic, “What 
makes the earth angry?”. 
 
“We enjoyed our STEM week because it helped us 
understand why STEM is so very important and 
more about our world around us,” said a Y6 pupil. 
 
 

  “We liked our STEM week because we did 
many different things and leant about natural 
disasters,” said a Y1 pupil.   
 
“I really like Science and learning about things 
like a volcano erupting and tsunamis,” said a 
Y2 pupil. 
 

 
 
We also met with different professionals and 
learnt how STEM is used in many different 
ways. To finish off our spectacular week, we all 
gathered in the hall to share our newly gained 
knowledge. 
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Class Teacher / Learning Support Assistant (LSA) Deployment 2019/20 

 
We are now in a position to update you on the staff who will be working with your child next year.  
There are many factors that come into play when considering where best to place staff across the 
school and it involves reflecting on pupil needs as well as individual staff’s professional development, 
areas of interest and other areas of responsibility.  

 

CLASS TEACHER OTHER SUPPORTING LSAs 

Early Years 
Nursery base 
Reception base 

Miss Pelech *1 
Mrs Thorne (LSA L4) 
Miss Pelech 

Mrs Jones 
Miss Hurley 
Mrs  Chandler 

Year 1 Mrs Petty (M/T/W) 
Miss Poole (T/F) *2   

Mrs Smith 
Mrs Saxton (1-to-1 support) 
Mrs Maklaliewicz 

Year 2 Mrs Davies (M/W/T) 
Mrs Hart (T/F) *3 

Mrs James 
Mrs Jones 

Year 3 Mrs Goldsworthy 

Mrs Vowles Year 4 Mrs Fisher (M/T/W) *4 
Mrs Miller (W/T/F) 

Year 5 Mr Morris 
Mrs Otley (M/T/W) 
Mrs Robinson 

Year 6 Mrs Stuart  
(to be known as Mrs Watkins from 

September) 
KS2 PPA / Science 
Specialist Teacher  

Mrs Rees (T/F)  

 
Supporting Notes 
 
*1   Miss Pelech will oversee all Early Years planning, provision and assessment. Children will work 

across the two classrooms and between staff, as appropriate.  

New Prospectus and New Parents Meeting 

 

Our new prospectus will be available next week and will be available on our website; a link  will also 
be sent via schoop.  Please do not hesitate to contact the office  if you require a hard copy. 

 

We invite our new Nursery parents to join us for a welcome meeting on 10th July at 1.15 pm and our 
new Reception parents on 11th July at 9.15am.  During this meeting we will share information and 
introduce key staff in the Early Years setting. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 

 e- llansannorps@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk       www.llansannorprimary.com          01443 223545           P. 7 
 

*2   Miss Poole has returned from maternity leave working 2 days/week. 
*3   Mrs Hart will soon return from maternity leave working 2 days/week.  She will cover Y2 for 1 day 

and support in language teaching and release in KS2 for the other day. 
*4    Miss Fisher is funded 2 days a week by Central South Consortium and WG’s Global Futures 

Programme; her remit is to build capacity in both our own school and across the region to 
further develop international languages within primary school classrooms.  This builds on the 
fantastic work she has carried out in this area over the last 2 years. 

  
We sadly say goodbye to Miss Farbrace in Year 2, whose maternity contract shortly comes to an end, 
and we thank her for all her hard work and commitment to the children both in Year 2 and across the 
school.  She will be greatly missed and we wish her all the best for the future.  We are also pleased to 
welcome Mr Morris who joins us in Year 5 from September, the children will be seeing him around the 
school over the coming weeks as he prepares for transition.  Mr Morris is a keen sportsman, musician 
(classical guitarist) and first language Welsh speaker. We will continue to employ Mr Smith to teach PE, 
Dance and Sport across all classes on a Wednesday and Thursday each week. 

 

We invited parents to complete a questionnaire in the spring term, which closely links to the ESTYN 
questionnaires used before inspections.  We received 71 replies, which although less than previous 
years, provided us with some very positive and constructive feedback. 

Out of the 71 responses, all respondents indicated that their child enjoyed school and nearly all said 
they felt their child was making good progress and that they were kept well informed about progress 
and targets.  

Nearly all respondents said that the school’s communication was good and that staff expected their 
child to work hard. All parents indicated they felt Llansannor school was a safe place for their child to 
be.   

All parents said they were clear about the school’s Christian values and ethos and that they felt staff 
encouraged their child to be healthy and to take regular exercise.  

Nearly all respondents indicated they were satisfied with the school. 

 

COMMENTS MADE BY RESPONDENTS 

What we do well Suggestions 

• Children safe 

• Children happy 

• Staff listen to concerns 

• Good range of learning experiences 

• Good atmosphere – relaxed and happy 

• Good values/ethos 

• Encourage the children 

• Inclusive feel 

• Encourage fun and games 

• Great choir 

• Confident children 

• The size of the school is good 

• Box to drop off envelopes/reply slips – in 
foyer 

• Access to staff emails direct 

• Personalised reports 

• More school work sent home 

• More feedback on homework not just a 
tick 

• Less emphasis on other religions 

• Do more outdoors 

• Share ‘seesaw app’ with parents 

• More lunchtime/after school clubs for 
Reception children 

Feedback from Parent Survey 
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• Good Christian values 

• Good communication 

• Good focus on reading 

• Older pupils working with younger 
ones 

• Good extracurricular 
programme/Wacky Wednesdays 

• Good inspirational projects 

• Encourage individuality 
 

• Offer Christian alternative to yoga 

• Improve parking 

• Handwriting books 

• More veggies 

• Spelling books/spelling books/Times table 
tests 

• More Mile a day 

• More pictures on Twitter 
 

 
We will be working on the suggestions in consultation with parents during the next academic year. 

   

Our new 
Polytunnel and 

outdoor shelter – 
both paid for with 

PTA funds.   
 

Thank you! 
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New National Curriculum and Assessment Arrangements for Wales  
 

A new curriculum is being developed for schools in Wales. The draft curriculum was made available for 
feedback at the end of April and consultation is open until end of July 2019.  A final version will be 
available in January 2020, which will be used throughout Wales by 2022. Further information on the 
new curriculum and assessment arrangements can be found via the following link: 
www.beta.gov.wales/new-school-curriculum-overview 
 
The new curriculum will give more emphasis on equipping young children for life; this is something we 
hold very dear at Llansannor.  It should develop their ability to learn new skills and apply their subject 
knowledge more positively and creatively. It is intended that as the world changes, our pupils will be 
more able to adapt positively.  Pupils will also get a deep understanding of how to thrive in an 
increasingly digital world. 
 
We are really pleased that the new curriculum for Wales will allow teachers to have more freedom to 
teach in ways they feel will have the best outcomes for our pupils.  We await information on new 
assessment arrangements, but are informed that the central focus will be to ensure pupils understand 
how they are performing and what they need to do next. There will be a renewed emphasis on 
assessment for learning (AfL) as an essential and integral feature of learning and teaching and a 
reduced focus on comparative data and benchmarking data; this is a move that we readily welcome. 
 

 
    
 
 

We are delighted with our new polytunnel and outdoor classroom, which also offers us vital 
shade in the summer sun.  This was all paid for from PTA funds raised this year.  We are also 
very grateful to Mrs Rees for all her hard work in setting up the polytunnel (and endless 
watering sessions!), and Mr Eynon for installing it.  Horticultural learning will feature 
prominently across the school through our enrichment programme from September.   
 
We will be looking for volunteers to help us keep an eye on the produce that we are currently 
growing throughout the summer months.  

http://www.beta.gov.wales/new-school-curriculum-overview
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Dates for your diary… 
 
1 July - Y Pant School primary languages day 
  - Confirmation, Holy Cross Church 5.30pm 
3 July  - Y Pant transition parents meeting at Y Pant school 4.30pm 
4 July - Transition morning in school with new teachers 
  - Nursery Sports Day pm 
5 July  - Sports Day Nursery to Y2 – am 
  - Y3 to Y6 - pm 
8 July - End of year reports sent out 
  - Y2 concert to parents 1.30 pm 
9 July - Nursery trip to Wigley Farm 

- R/Y1/Y2 trip to Barry Island 
10 July - Y6 Leavers Service, Llandaff Cathedral  
  - New Nursery Parents Welcome Meeting at school 1.15 pm 
11 July - New Reception Parents Welcome Meeting 9.15am 
  - Y6 Leavers concert to Parents 1.30pm and 6pm 
12 July - Summer Fete 3pm 
15 July - Choir sing at Motorpoint Arena 
16 July - Y1/2 trip to Cardiff Cricket Stadium 
18 July – Reception Italian Showcase for Parents 9.15 
19 July - Pupils’ last day at school and Y6 Farewell Assembly 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

UK Bank holidays 2019/20  

 

25th December ‘19 
26th December ‘19 

   1st January ‘20 
 

Christmas Day 10th April ‘20 Good Friday 25th May ‘20 Spring Bank Holiday 
Boxing Day 13th April ‘20 Easter Monday 31st Aug. ‘20 August Bank Holiday 
New Year’s 
Day 
 

8th May ‘20 
(Previously 4th 
May) 

Early May Bank 
Holiday 
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Llansannor School calendar 2019- 2020 
 

September 2019  October 2019  November 2019 
WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su 

35       1  40  1 2 3 4 5 6  44     1 2 3 

36 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  41 7 8 9 10 11 12 13  45 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

37 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  42 14 15 16 17 18 19 20  46 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

38 16 17 18 19 20 21 22  43 21 22 23 24 25 26 27  47 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

39 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  44 28 29 30 31     48 25 26 27 28 29 30  

40 30                         

December 2019  January 2020  February 2020 
WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su 

48       1  1   1 2 3 4 5  5      1 2 

49 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  2 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  6 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

50 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  3 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  7 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

51 16 17 18 19 20 21 22  4 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  8 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

52 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  5 27 28 29 30 31    9 24 25 26 27 28 29  

1 30 31                        

March 2020  April 2020  May 2020 
WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su 

9       1  14   1 2 3 4 5  18     1 2 3 

10 2 3 4 5 6 7 8  15 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  19 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 9 10 11 12 13 14 15  16 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

12 16 17 18 19 20 21 22  17 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  21 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

13 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  18 27 28 29 30     22 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

14 30 31                        

June 2020  July 2020  August 2020 
WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  WK Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su  Wk Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa Su 

23 1 2 3 4 5 6 7  27   1 2 3 4 5  31      1 2 

24 8 9 10 11 12 13 14  28 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  32 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

25 15 16 17 18 19 20 21  29 13 14 15 16 17 18 19  33 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

26 22 23 24 25 26 27 28  30 20 21 22 23 24 25 26  34 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

27 29 30       31 27 28 29 30 31    35 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

                  36 31       
 

 
  
 

  School Closed/ Holidays   In-Service Training (INSET) (no school for children) 

  Public and Bank Holidays   First and Last Day of School Around a Close 

http://www.calendarpedia.co.uk/
http://www.calendarpedia.co.uk/

